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An analysis of the studies on China’s rural areas by Japanese scholars in the past 50 years

LIU Yan, CHEN Fang, HE Yutong
(College of Foreign Languages, Guizhou University, Guiyang 550025, China)

Abstract: Since the founding of new China, China's rural areas have made great progress in social, economic, cultural and other

aspects. Based on the studies of rural China from the perspective of "others", this paper sorts out the research projects on rural

China set up by the ministry of education and science of Japan from 1965 to 2019. According to statistics, it can be found that this

field is increasingly concerned by Japanese scholars, and has formed a stable research institution and academic community, which

has achieved fruitful research results. Japanese scholars' research on China's rural areas has gone through the evolution trend of ini-

tial stage, exploration stage, vigorous growth stage and diversified development stage, presenting the academic characteristics in-

cluding multi-field research and inter-disciplinary integration, stable research institutions and scholars, cooperation and exchange

between Chinese and Japanese scholars, and close attention to China's rural development. In general, the Japanese academic cir-

cle is still active in the research on Chinese rural areas. Therefore, it is of academic value and practical significance to systemati-

cally sort out, translate and introduce the historical data of the Japanese academic circle on Chinese rural areas.

Keywords: Japan; Rural China; Content evolution; Academic characteristics; Scientific research grant
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